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During the 2018-2019 fiscal year, we served 713 immigrants and asylum seekers 
from 31 different countries. Of these, 42% were adult men, 7% were pregnant 
women and 26% were children. 61% of these immigrants stayed at La Posada 
for an average of three nights. La Posada Providencia cared for them by offering 
compassion, providing shelter, clothing, warm meals, and English language and 
life-skills lessons. 

All of the 713 individuals we served suffered poverty, violence, and violations of their 
basic human rights. In beginning their asylum journey, these clients separated from 

their families and the possessions they held dear. Many fled tyranny, while others experienced unjust 
imprisonment and torture for exercising their freedom of speech and their right to democracy. 

In calendar year 2019, La Posada celebrated a milestone - our 30th anniversary. We celebrated past and 
present clients and those who will follow, always mindful of the Gospel mandate to welcome the stranger.

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”           Matthew 25:35-36

I thank all our donors for the time and treasure received during fiscal year 2018-2019. Our Board and 
staff pour their passion into welcoming the stranger; your time and treasure enables us to continue this 
mission. Thanks to you, we are able to provide shelter, food, education, and a welcoming space for our 
clients to recover and prepare for the hard resettlement journey that still lies ahead for them.

May God bless you tenfold!

Program
82%

Fundraising
10%

Management
8%

Magda Bolland,
Executive Director

From the 
Executive DirectorMessage from Interim Executive Director Magda Bolland 

During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, we welcomed the second highest number of immigrants and 
asylum seekers in our recorded twenty-eight years’ history of “welcoming the stranger”. The 904 
men, women, and children, from 86 different countries, whom we served in 2017-2018 - and those 
arriving after -, calls to mind the following Scripture passage: 

“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing 
among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were once 
foreigners in Egypt.”        Leviticus 19:33-34 

Many of the 904 clients who arrived at La Posada during the 2018 fiscal year suffered poverty, 
violence, and violations of their basic human rights. Some were separated from their families when 
they came seeking asylum. Some came escaping tyranny and were unjustly imprisoned and 
tortured for exercising their freedom of speech and their right to democracy. La Posada is an oasis 
of compassion in the middle of a desert of indifference; here we treat foreigners as native-born.  

However, La Posada would not be able to carry its ministry of compassion and “welcoming the 
stranger” without the support of all of YOU listed in this annual report. Thanks to you, we are able 
to provide shelter, food, education, and a welcoming space for our clients to recover and prepare 
for the hard journey that continues ahead.  

May God bless you tenfold! 

 

Magda Bolland, Interim Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

Revenue 
Grants and Contributions $    684,355.00  
In-Kind $    116,599.00  
Special Events $      73,821.00  
Miscellaneous $        6,416.00
Visitor Offering $        4,770.00
Interest $ 2,791.00
Total Revenue $    888,752.00 

Expenditures 
Program $    565,425.00 
Management $      52,370.00 
Fundraising $      69,588.00  
Total Expenditures $    687,383.00 

Change in Net Assets $    201,369.00 
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $    684,515.00  
Net Assets, End of Year $    885,884.00 
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Contributions 
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Our Impact

80%

70%

100%

Clients residing for eight days or longer were enrolled in English language 
assistance and life-skills classes. Those proficient in English upon arrival achieve 
the following:

The client experience this past year 
mimics that of the previous year’s for 
similar reasons. The number of arriving 
clients proficient in English decreased 
significantly. During FY 2018-2019, 61% 
of our clients were short-stay (less than 
seven bed nights); staying an average 
of three bed nights. Because of the 
predominance of short-stays and the 
lack of English proficiency of the majority 
of our clients in 2019, we continued to 
focus our attention on the area where 
we can achieve the greatest impact – 
teaching Basic English. The majority of 
our clients learned the basics, starting 
with the alphabet, greetings, numbers 
and counting money. 

of clients acquired basic 
U.S. geography, social, 
and economic skills

of clients showed 
improvement in job 
readiness; and

of job-ready clients (with 
Social Security cards and 
work permits) sought and/
or gained employment by 
end of residency.

of clients residing
three days or more 

enroll in ESL classes;

100%
of clients advanced 
their conversational 

English skills;

80%
of clients heightened 

awareness for
achieving successful 

self-sufficiency;

80%
of clients heightened 

awareness for achieving 
a healthy lifestyle;

80%

of clients learned about 
U.S. currency and

money system; 

$

80%
of clients learned to read 

an identity document 
card (I.D. card); and

80%
of clients can differentiate 
between a Social Security

number, alien number, 
and phone number.

75%
of clients learned 

and/or expanded their
technology skills; 

70%

Outcomes
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Our Mission

About Our Population

Shelter Support Services

We provided shelter and care for 713 clients. 
Of these, 411 were males and 302 were females. 
•  74% of these were adults; 26% were children
•  19% arrived as families
•  7% or 49 were pregnant women 

•  8,696 emergency shelter nights
•  24,466 meals served
•  24,916 miles driven for client access to needed services
•  5,667 ESL/Life-skills hours taught
•  208 health appointments attended

302411

La Posada Providencia, founded and sponsored by the Sisters of Divine Providence, is a 
ministry for people in crisis from around the world who are seeking legal refuge in this country. 
The shelter staff provides a safe and welcoming home; mentors to promote self-sufficiency 
and cultural integration; and imparts values which witness God's Providence in our world.

250 
VOLUNTEERS

9,588
HOURS SERVED

$60,000
FINANCIAL VALUE
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Countries of Client Origin
Angola  8
Bangladesh 1
Belize  1
Brazil  4
Cameroon 4
China  2
Congo  83
Cuba  14

Ecuador 5
El Salvador 51
Eritrea  13
Gambia  1
Ghana  1
Guatemala 213
Guinea  2
Haiti  3

Honduras 234
India  3
Mexico  22
Nigeria  1
Nicaragua 13
Pakistan 1
Peru  1
Russia  3

Somalia  1
South Africa 1
Sri Lanka 1
Ukraine  2
USA  20
Venezuela 3
Zimbabwe 1

Otto arrives from Russia, one of the 31 countries of client origin in 2018-2019.
 Our clients come from all over the world.

In Russia, children of mixed cultures or race and whose mother or father is from a country 
other than Russia, are called “churkas.” It is an offensive term. Individuals identified as churkas 
frequently are subjected to discrimination and are coerced into participating in dangerous and 
illegal activities by corrupt government officials. Such was the case with Otto. He would not 
engage in illegal activities and was beaten, imprisoned and subjected to solitary confinement. 
Otto’s final threat was death by drowning.

Remarkably, he escaped from prison and fled the country leaving his aged mother in the care 
of his sister.  His search for a journey  to freedom led him to Mexico and then to the United 
States. After months in detention, Otto was released. He arrived at La Posada on March 
5, 2019. For the next several months, he reported daily to Client Mentor Sister Thérèse 
Cunningham’s ESL classes and was one of her most diligent students. During his free time 
and on weekends, Otto enjoyed helping Site Coordinator Sister Margaret Mertens garden.

In August 2019, Otto received his work permit and left La Posada, speaking English, 
and moved to California where his final court appearance will be held. Otto is sharing an 
apartment with a friend and is  gainfully employed in construction. Hardly a month passes 
without a call from him reporting to us—his first family and home in the USA.
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We Acknowledge and Thank our 
2019 Donors

Businesses
Adams Farms -  
   Keith and Elaine Adams
Araneda Law Firm
Blessed Trinity               
   Catholic Store
Boggus Ford
Boswell Eliff Ford
Charlie Clark Nissan
Culligan Water Conditioning
   of the Rio Grande Valley
El Gallito- Sauza’s
Ezequiel Reyna Law Office
Gulf Transport & Storage
   (Bekins)
Harlingen Medical Center
Hawaii Traditional 
   Gold & Silver Inc.
Hope Insurance Agency, 
   L.L.C.
Irene Beauty Salon
J Crew Associates 
   Donation Matching Fund
Janie Lowe Paintings
The Jewelry Workshop
Lone Star Glass & Mirror, 
   L.L.C.
MP’s Tax Service
Piedmont Advantage 
   Credit Union
Plaza de Oro / SKC 
   Enterprises, Inc.
Premier Healthcare 
   Solutions, Inc.
Ruiz & Davis PLLC
The Medicine Shoppe
TisBest Philanthropy
Triangle Enterprises
Velma’s Hair of Illusions
Villegas Law Office, PLLC
Vintage Crush Tea Room 
   & Boutique
YourCause

Organizations
Affordable Homes of 
   South Texas, Inc.
Angry Tias and Abuelas
Archdiocese of St. Louis
ARISE Support Center
The Benevity Community   
   Impact Fund

Casa Marianella
Catholic Daughters 
   of the Americas
Catholic Daughters 
   of the Americas Court 
   2440 Divine Mercy
Catholic Extension
CDP Associates
Christian Mothers of 
   St. Johns
Clear Lake 
   Presbyterian Church
Congregation of Divine 
   Providence, Inc.
Congregation of St. Joseph
Diocese of Brownsville
Diocese of Brownsville 
   Red Mass Committee
First United 
   Methodist Church
First United Methodist 
   of Weslaco
Franciscan Missionary 
    Union
Friends Meeting of 
   San Antonio
Grace Evangelical 
   Lutheran Church
Holy Family Catholic 
   Church, Booneville KY
Honey Bees
Knights of Columbus 1498
La Feria UMW/
   La Feria United
   Methodist Church
Love of Christ 
   Lutheran Church
Mancelona United 
   Methodist Women
Mary, Mother of the Church, 
   Saint Louis
Missionary Oblates of 
   Mary Immaculate
Network for Good
New Hope 
   Presbyterian Church
Our Lady of the 
   Lake Parish
Our Lady Queen of the 
   Universe & St. Joseph 
   Catholic Church
Our Lady, Star of the 
   Sea Catholic Church
Rio Texas Conference 
   United Methodist Women 
   El Valle District

Rotary Club of 
   Harlingen - Sunburst
Sacred Heart School
Sisters of Charity of 
   Leavenworth
Sisters of Charity of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary
Sisters of Divine 
   Providence
Sisters of Mercy West 
   Midwest Community
Sisters of Notre Dame
Sisters of Providence, 
   Holyoke
Sisters of Providence, 
   St. Mary-of-the-Woods
Sisters of Saint Anne
Sisters of St. Dominic
Sisters of St. Francis 
   of Sylvania
Sisters of St. Joseph 
   of Carondelet
Sisters of the Holy Names 
   of Jesus & Mary
Sisters of the Holy Spirit 
   & Mary Immaculate
Sisters of the 
   Incarnate Word
Sisters of the Incarnate 
   Word and Blessed 
   Sacrament
Sisters of the Presentation 
   of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Society of the Sacred Heart
Southwest Good 
   Samaritan Ministries
St. Anne’s Church
St. Anthony Catholic 
   Church
St. Benedict Catholic 
   Church
St. Haralambos Greek 
   Orthodox Church
St. Joan of Arc Parish
St. Joseph Church
St. Michael’s Episcopal 
   Church
St. Teresa of Avila Parish
St. Theresa Church
Temple Habonim
Texas Rural Communities, 
   Inc.
Therese of Divine Peace
Treasure Hills 
   Presbyterian Church

Judge Eddie Trevino, Jr.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Wheaton Franciscan Sisters
Women of the ELCA

Foundations
AKR Foundation
The Harry S. & Isabel C 
   Cameron Foundation
Foundation for the 
   Carolinas
The Conrad N. Hilton 
   Fund for Sisters
Robert Wood Johnson 
   Foundation
Raskob Foundation for 
   Catholic Activities, Inc
Scanlan Foundation
The Trull Foundation
Valley Baptist Legacy 
   Foundation

Government 
Grantors
Emergency Food and 
   Shelter Program
Texas Emergency Shelter 
   Grant Program

Individuals
Martha Abrego
Miriam Berenice Aguayo
Olivia Aguilera
Tanairi Alcaraz
Eugenia T. Alcocer
Marilyn Aleide
Philip Alfano
Donna M. Alferi
Blanca E Alvarado
Librada Alvarez
Marlen A. Anaya
Anonymous
Cheryl J. Antl
Lupita Araiza
James R. Arendt
Rolando Rene Arguijo
Guadalupe Armendariz
Joy Arnold
Shirley G. Asmussen
Andrea Atkinson



Francisco and Maria Avila
Michael Aymar-Blair
John and Connie 
   Bachmann
Elsa and Fernando Balli
Estela Balli
Ellen Balthazar
Velma Banken
Richard J. Barber
Lora L. Barger
Annie  Barrera
Enedina A. Barrera
Susan Barrett
Hilarie Bass
Sharon Bay
Mary Ann Becnel
Tom Belden
Sheila Bence
Steve C. Benson
Robert H. Berg
Judith A. Bergiel
Leroy H. Bisges
Judith Blanchard
Msgr. Francis X. Blood
Frank Boggus
Norma Boland
Magda and Caleb Bolland
Jean and Ken Bonderud
Betty Bonnet
Mario Millan Bonuel-Silverio
Niobe K. Boon Mendoza
Catherine Bracco
David Rojas Bracho
Patricia Brackley
Irma G. Bramlett
Eric Nelson Breden
Laraine Brown
Renee Brueckner
Mary A. Bruemmer
Jessica Burley
Steve Byrne
Marianela Caballero
Ruben and Bertha 
   Caballero
Dr. Pedro Caban
Sister Veronica Cahill, SHSp
Cynthia Calejesan
Beverly A. Camper
Elvira Canales
Edna Cantu
Simon and Josefina Cantu
Joanna Cappella
Mary Rose Cardenas
Sister Clarice Carlson, CDP

Gordon & Val Carlton
Catherine M. Cassy
Jean Cavanaugh
Olga A. Cañas
Don Cheadle and Bridgid 
Coulter
Kathleen Chevalier
Minnie Cisneros
Daniel G. Coates
Kevin A. Collins, OMI
Miriacarmen Colon-Diaz
Antoinette Connaughton
Jeff and Rebecca Cook
Adolfo E. Cordova, Jr.
Teresa Cordova
Cristela Corona
Maria R. Corona
San Juana (Janie) Corona
Laura Corrado
Maria G. Cortez
Molly Crabtree
Gloria Crixell
Patricia Crunk
Sister Thérèse Cunning-
ham, SHSp
Thomas  C. Cunningham
Helen L. Cyr
Lawrence and Charlotte 
Dahm
Carolyn Davis
Adamina Guerra De 
Cavazos
Anna G. De La Fuente
Dora De Leon - Garcia
Anne-Marie Debbane
Bob and Regina Decker
Christina M. Deconcini
Brenda A. DeLeon
Jan Demro
James and Anne Denison
Joe and Ellen Devlin
Zoraima Diaz Pineda
Mary Dieter
Patricia Donze
Mersa M. Drew
Susan Drum
Clare E. Duffy
Joseph Duggan and Laura 
Davis
Margaret A. Dunn
Earlene Faye Dutton
Margaret Dziubek
Carl and Leticia Eads
Karen Joy Eaker
Deborah Eisenberg

Terri L. Ericson
Raul Escamilla
Patricia P. Ewert
Robert Farris
Paja Lynn Faudree
Charlene Figge
Ann Finch
Dr. Rodney and Bertha Fink
Cheryl Flores
Gustavo and Pamela 
   Flores
Sister Josephe Marie 
   Flynn, SSND
Herminia Forshage
Karen Fossom
Juanita Fox
Christopher Franceschelli
Kathleen Frederick
Sister Mary Gabriel Friedel, 
   CDP
Jesse and Delma Gallegos
Ruben Gallegos, Sr.
Rita Galloway
Gloria Galvan
Adriana Garcia
Gloria P. Garcia
Maria Minerva Garcia
Jesús Tomas and Nora 
   Belinda Garcia
Roberto and Viola Garcia
Ruben S. Garcia, Jr.
Dorothy M. Garza
Elva F. Garza
Janet M. Garza
Lucio and Rebecca Garza
Shannon Garza
Sylvia Garza
Sylvia Garza-Perez
Roger O. Gibeault and 
   Mary McGinley
Howard and Mary Gillogly
Jeffrey Gold
Reynaldo Gonzales
Consuelo Gonzalez
Mary F. Gonzalez
Paula Gonzalez
Jodilyn M. Goodwin
Maria Del Carmen Grana
Alice M. Grant
Maryellen Gray
Debbie Grayson
Rose Mary Green
Ruth Anne Gregory
Mary M. Gronlund
Flavia Gronski

Noel Hager
Mary Haglund
Linda Hamilton
Pam Hancock
John Hand
Jennifer K. Harbury
John A. Hardy
Marie Held
Mary E. Hermes
Dolores Hernandez
Gloria Hernandez
Oralia C. Herrera
Laura Hinojosa
Linda L. Hoefflin
Virginia Lee Hoffman
Sharon F. Huck
Isabel Huerta
Leonard and Loretta Hylla
Diane Sue Imhoff
Maria E. Infante
Sister Jane Jackson, SCL
Kimi and Angelica Jackson
Brian and Monica Jalomo
Janet and John Jenkins
Lee and Shirley Janssen
Michael Jarrett
Timothy T. Jarvis, Ph.D.
Cindy and Mike Johnson
Krista L. Sanda Johnson
Martha J. Jolly
Todd and Christine Jones
Judy Stavisky and 
   Alan Schiff
David and Lucy Juedes
Sister Melanie Kambic, 
   CDP
Paul Cameron Kavanaugh
Julia A. Kellman and 
   Phil Miller
Brian J. Kelly
Kimberly and 
   Matthew Kelso
Natalie Kenkel
Susan Kerens
Kum Kim
Richard and Isabel Kirk
Mary K. Kirkpatrick
Dan and Theresa Klein
Perry and Elizabeth Kliewer
Paul and Jane Kralik
Hilda Weeks Kuter
Jean Kuttenkuler
Christina Lara
Irma and Robert Larios



Frances Leal
Norma L. Lesko
D.G. Liendo
Heather M. Lindenman
Judith Linn
Meizie Lofton
Robert Longo
Joel and Mary Longoria
Norma Longoria
Leticia Lopez
Maria Guillermina Lopez
Norma A. Lopez
Rep. Eddie Lucio, III
Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.
Arlyn Lulewicz
Servando Luna, Jr
Wanda Luong
Julia E. Lynn
Sister Alice Marie Lyon, CDP
Juan A. Maldonado, MD
Joan B. Maliniak
Janet Marcus
Christine T Martin
Douglas P. Martin
Martinez Dental Group
Camilo Martinez, Jr.
Lorena Martinez
Megan C. Martinez
Susie Martinez
John and Janice Matol
Dr. Edward J. McClain, Jr.
Marlene McClain
William R. McClain
Rev. Terence P. McGrath
Reba Cardenas McNair
Irene K. Mehlos
Debra Menchaca
Felix Mendez
Dr. Manuel and 
   Olga Mendoza
Marcella Menke
Cynthia Anne Merry
Therese R. Meyerhoff
Tanya Miracle
Joann Montgomery
Mike and Katherine 
   Moorhouse
Diana Morales
David Moyer-Diener
San Juanita Muniz
Lori Murray
Masa Karim Myers
Sister Margit Nagy, CDP
Ricardo J. Navarro

Patricia C. Newton
Mike and Cathy Nielsen
Adela Noyola
Manuela Nunez
Patricia A. O’Hara
Sister Theresa O’Toole,  
   SHSp
Dorothy T. Odelehr
Nelson T. Okumura
Paula M. Olivarez
John Olivo
Maria Inez Ortiz
Beverly and Edward 
   Osterholzer
Rosalinda Padron
Hortencia O. Pena
Jennifer J. Perez
Vincent J. Petti
Suzy Peña
Canice John and 
   Mairead Reidy 
   Tomas Prendergast
Colleen B. Price
Vicki M. Price
Francine Prose
Sharon Rackers
Juanita Ramirez
Yolanda Ramos
Monica Peña Rasmussen
Ana M. Reed
Laurie Reese
Diane Regan
Gail Erickson Reid
Hector and Patricia Rendon
David and Michelle Reyes
Lev and Linda Reynolds
Daniel Reza
Sylvia Reza
Lucy Reza-Morales
Cynthia L. Rives
Jessica Stark Rivinius
Carissa Robles
Carmen D. Rocco
Emma S. Rocco
Alma and Justin Rock
Jose E. Rodriguez 
   Gonzalez
Anna Isabel Rodriguez
Carmen Rodriguez
Iris Rodriguez
Samantha Rodriguez
Sharon Rohrbach
Oren Root, a Donor
    Advised Fund of The 
   U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

Michael and Mary Rose
Laura and Michael Rubino
Isaura Ruiz
Jacqueline L. Ryan
Juanita M. Sada
Christina and 
   Shaker Sadasivam
Jennifer Salas
Irene Salazar
Susana Saldivar
Maria Santos San Pedro
Belinda Sanchez
Elvia C. Sanchez
Thelma Sanchez
Laurie Stanford Saylek
Rev. Louis P. Schlangen
Anne T. Schmidt
Roland J. Schoenhoff
Carrie Schroeder
John Schubert
Natalie Schultheis
Tricia S. Scrivner
Geraldine Selby
Rev. Eugene P. Selzer
Guadalupe Serrata
Nancy J. Shaffer
Selma Ann Shamalla
Ruby and Barry Shaw
Julianne (Judy) Shepherd
Teresa Shields
Vivian S. Shields
Kathleen Babb Shone
Julie A. Siderfin
Jemma E. Singsing
Avery Elliott Smith
Travis Smith
Loretta Snyder
Robert P. Sourcy
Victor and Mary Spaulding
Stephanie J. Stencel
Cynthia Sternisha
Kim Sullivan
Sharon Swanson
Jane Tamagna
Molly Mayo Tampke
Sister Zita Telkamp, CDP
Joanne R. Telkamp
Kathleen Telkamp
Meredith Theeman
Zetta Thomae
Ted and Ellen Tingley
Angel Torres-Lopez
Kathleen Ann Trask

Desiree C. Treviño
Elva Treviño
Katherine and 
   Tudor Uhlhorn
Sue Underwood
Rosalinda Valdez
Carrie C. Vander Hoek
Argelia Vargas
Antonio and 
   Estela Vasquez
John C. Vatterott
Maribel Vazquez
Dolores V. Vega
Grace Veliz
Rose Mary Vierdag
Carrie Villacres
Rev. Joe Villalon
Diana Villarreal
Dolores Villarreal
Luis Villarreal, Jr.
Raymond Luis Villarreal
Maria Villegas
Gary and LL Morgan 
   (Lucy) Vogt
John A. Warren
Alfred J. Wasielewski
Deborah Weckert
Alice A. Weeks
Sara Weeks
James and Judith Werth
Gil and Teresa Weyhaupt
Rodney and Paula White
Kathleen K Whittier
Maryann Wingert
Anita M. Winters
Michelle Yates
Kenneth C. Zartman
Alejandra Zepeda
Barbara M. Zielinski
Robert Zimmermann


